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GMO-free Europe Newsletter No.2

June 2005

This newsletter is the second update from GMO-free Europe. It is intended to keep you up to date with the campaign, give you news updates on GMO-free areas and the GMO-free areas petition, share campaigning ideas, and provide updates on new resources and other information. It is being sent to campaign groups and key individuals in the European movement against GMOs. If you have any campaign news that you would like to share with other groups in Europe, please email Kenneth Richter at kenr@foe.co.uk mentioning you would like it to go in the GMO Free Europe newsletter.

GMO-free Areas Petition – News

More and more local and regional authorities are signing the GMO-free areas petition to the European Commission. The latest signatures came from areas in Germany, the UK and the Basque Country. 
Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland have published two briefings that you might find helpful for your work on the petition:

· ‘Keeping Europe GM-free’: A key briefing for campaigners on the GM-free areas petition and how to get support for it locally

· 'GM-free areas – your right to decide': A guide to the GM-free areas petition for local authorities and politicians

These briefings are focused on the situation in the UK, but much of the content will be applicable similarly to other EU countries. Both briefings can be downloaded from the petition page at http://www.foeeurope.org/GMOs/gmofree/Petition.htm
For an example how FOE EWNI is promoting the petition see their new email action enabling citizens in England and Wales to email their council asking them to sign the petition. http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/real_food/press_for_change/email_la/index.shtml
In Wales the launch of the petition received wide coverage e.g. in the Western Mail. See: http://icwales.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/1000farming/tm_objectid=15608988&method=full&siteid=50082&headline=-give-communities-right-to-ban-gm-crops--name_page.html 

Please continue your efforts to collect signatures from Local and Regional Authorities for the petition. 
GMO-free Areas - News
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Website update
www.gmofree-europe.org now features a new Europe map indicating all GMO-free regions and smaller areas in the EU. 
A complete list of GMO-free regions and areas (updated June 2005) can also be downloaded in a Word document.

Croatia

Dubrovnik-Neretva district is now one of 9 GMO-free districts (out of a total of 20 districts) in Croatia. Dubrovnik-Neretva is situated in the South or Croatia, on the southern coast strip, around the city of Dubrovnik and the Neretva river valley. The first district that was declared GMO-free was Istria, followed by Slavonsko-Požeška županija, Krapinsko-Zagorska, Koprivnic-Križevacka and three others.

http://www.foeeurope.org/GMOs/gmofree/countries/Croatia.htm
Cyprus 

The two Cypriot municipalities of Yermasoyia and Larnac have officially announced their area as GMO-free municipalities. The municipality of Strovolos is expected to follow shortly.

This came as an direct result of the conference for a GMO-free Cyprus organised by the Cyprus federation of environmental and ecological organisations at Strovolos on 17 February 2005.
A conference is now being organised by the committee of the villages of the whole region of Larnaca, with the target to declare the whole region GMO-free.

Estonia

A coalition of NGOs in Estonia has joined the GMO-free Europe campaign. There is now a brand new GMO-free Estonia website: 

www.eko.org.ee/gmo
Poland 

Since last month’s newsletter there have been two more GMO-free regions in Poland: Dolnoslaskie and Slaskie province. That means there are now 11 GMO-free regions covering more than 70% of Poland's territory and representing approx.80% of the population. 

http://www.foeeurope.org/GMOs/gmofree/countries/Poland.htm
Spain (Basque Country)
Aulesti parish council was the first South Basque Country municipality that has declared itself GMO-free. 
International - News
Canada
National food fight launched to stop genetically engineered crops 


Canadians are joining regions, communities and countries around the world in declaring their communities GE-Free Zones. 
The GE-Free Canada campaign is a nation-wide, grass-roots effort by farmers, environmentalists, and ordinary Canadians concerned with issues of food safety and food sovereignty. 
Community by community, citizens are banding together to create a web of zones across Canada that are free of genetically engineered (GE) plants, animals, crops and trees. The campaign's goal is to have 50 communities in Canada declare themselves GE-Free in the next two years. 

For the complete article see http://www.canadians.org/news_updates.htm?COC_token=:COC_token&step=2&id=287
USA
Big Food Strikes Back

Close to 100 New England towns have passed resolutions opposing the unregulated use of GMOs (genetically modified organisms); nearly a quarter of these have called for local moratoria on the planting of  GMO seeds. In 2004, three California counties, Mendocino, Trinity  and Marin, passed ordinances banning the raising of genetically engineered crops and livestock." In response, "fifteen states recently have introduced legislation removing local control of plants and seeds. Eleven of these states have already passed the provisions into law." The move to deny local control over food was launched at a May 2004 American Legislative Exchange Council forum, where industry groups proposed a "Biotechnology state uniformity resolution." Previously, the tobacco industry used a similar approach. A Philip Morris employee explained, "By introducing pre-emptive state-wide legislation, we can shift the battle away from the community level back to the state legislatures where we are on stronger ground.”
For the complete article see

http://counterpunch.org/tokar05262005.html
Other News
Conference Coexistence, GMO-free zones and the promotion of quality food produce in Europe 

Over 250 people from across Europe attended an over-subscribed conference in Brussels to hear regional Ministers and MEP's call for a bigger say in whether GM crops are grown commercially in their region. 
The conference, Safeguarding Sustainable European Agriculture, set out clearly that regions want to develop quality food products instead of GM foods. These demands are driven by a combination of concerns over the environment, food safety, food quality, the local and regional economy, and consumer and farmer choice. The conference also heard support for the Agriculture Commissioners notion that there is a need for EU-wide legislation for the coexistence of GM, conventional, traditional and organic farming in order to prevent contamination. 

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) and Friends of the Earth Europe, published 10 principles that should be included in any such legislation. 
The10 principles in English http://www.foeeurope.org/press/2005/10_principles_EN.pdf
The10 principles in French http://www.foeeurope.org/press/2005/10_principles_FR.pdf

The conference was organised by the AER and Friends of the Earth Europe, and was hosted by Mr Janusz Wojciechowski MEP, with the strong support of Upper Austria and Tuscany.  

For the complete programme including all speeches see 
http://www.gmofree-conference.org/Programme.htm
Industry hijacks the Biosafety Protocol
Key United Nations negotiations on the safe trade of genetically modified (GM) crops and foods ended on June 3 in acrimony.
Despite over 100 countries demanding comprehensive controls to limit GM contamination, the move was blocked by just two countries that sided with the GM industry:​ New Zealand and Brazil.
The week's negotiations on the United Nations’ Biosafety Protocol were aimed at bringing in international rules to reduce contamination from imports of GM crops and to introduce full labelling.
However, despite support from virtually all countries, especially in the developing world, little progress was made in making the laws stronger. Needing consensus to bring in the new laws, New Zealand and Brazil sided with big business and shamelessly blocked all moves.
The Biosafety Protocol provides a safety net to protect the environment from the threat of GM crops. Countries are encouraged to develop legislation that protects their biodiversity and can also ban imports ofGM products if there are questions over its safety. To date 119 countrieshave ratified the Protocol.
A detailed article on the biosafety negotiations will appear in the next Biotech mailout which will be downloadable from http://www.foeeurope.org/GMOs/publications/Index.htm later this month.
For a blog of the events at the biosafety negotiations and pictures see
http://www.foei.org/gmo/mop.html
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