Women for Water partnership find it unacceptable that target MDG3 does not tackle underlying problems and causes of gender inequality and women’s empowerment
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MDG 2: Achieve universal primary education.

Target: 

Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling by 2015.

MDG 3: Promote gender equality and empower women

Target:

Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005 and in all levels of education no later than 2015.

Women for Water partnership (WfWfW) find it unacceptable that the target for MDG 3 does not tackle the underlying problem/causes of gender inequality and women’s empowerment. It is an elaboration of MDG2 and evades commitment to enforce internationally agreed upon women’s rights. Despite international consensus that gender equality and women’s full and equal participation are prerequisites for sustainable development, the MDGs do not show resolve to address these and hence do not tackle poverty at its roots.

As WfWfW partnership we draw the attention to relevant passages in the Millennium Declaration, i.e. III Development and poverty eradication:

“We also resolve to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women as effective ways to combat poverty, hunger and disease and to stimulate development that is truly sustainable…

… We reaffirm our support for the principles of sustainable development, including those set out in Agenda 21, agreed upon at the UN Conference on Environment and Development.”

WfWfW calls upon governments to see that the above is brought in line with the outcome document of CSD13.

Furthermore, governments are urged to fully integrate the UN-commitments made to women over the past ten years and to adopt legal frameworks and domestic regulations that guarantee all these rights for women and girls.

Stockholm, 23rd August 2005

Steering Committee WfWfW partnership

www.womenforwater.org
info@womenforwater.org
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The Women for Water Partnership (WfWfW) is an implementation oriented strategic alliance of existing local, national and international women’s organizations and networks active in the sustainable development-water-poverty-gender nexus. The partnership was launched and registered at the 12th session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development in April 2004. 

Members to date are: Netherlands Council of Women (NVR), Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF), Business Professional Women International (BPWI), NetWwater - Sri Lanka, MAMA-86 – Ukraine, Medium & Sanitas – Romania, Mehriban – Uzbekistan, Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment – Armenia, 5 VO - The Netherlands, National Women’s Movement (NVB) – Suriname, Tanzania Gender Networking Programme (TGNP) – Tanzania, Tegemeo Women’s Group – Tanzania, Women and the Labour Market (VAM), Women Land and Water Rights in Southern Africa (WLRSA). 
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