WECF comments to the Outcome Document for the Millennium + 5 Summit

14.06.05

LANGUAGE PROPOSALS

We would like to request the use of the term sustainable development instead of development. Otherwise, what do we all understand by development? Do we want the UN to promote the type of development that is the cause of most world-wide problems?

Concrete language proposals below in bold: 

7. We acknowledge that sustainable development, security, human rights and a healthy environment, form the indispensable foundations for collective security and well-being and that they are the pillars of the United Nations system. We equally recognize that sustainable development is a central goal by itself and we commit ourselves to fully implement the United Nations’ development agenda, including the Millennium Development Goals.

8. We acknowledge that our nations and peoples will not enjoy sustainable development without security, nor would they enjoy security in the absence of sustainable development, and they would not enjoy either without respect for human rights and the environment.


13. (...)

· Adopt, by 2006, and begin to implement comprehensive national sustainable development strategies according to the UN Agenda 21 Programme adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit, to achieve the development goals and objectives by 2015; 

40. (...) we decide to:
· Support the establishment of a multi-year standing fund for peace-building, and the development of “environment for peace” programmes as part of peace-building processes, with full involvement of women on its design and implementation.

SHORTCOMINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

WECF considers that not enough attention has been given to women’s role in prevention and solution of today’s problems and in achieving the MDGs, and that the following issues have not been given enough attention or are missing:

Peace, human rights and democracy

In the list of the MDGs there are no goals for ensuring peace, human rights and democracy, which means there are no programmes, projects or budget for achieving these goals, neither governmental reports regarding them.

NGOs shall put more pressure to governments to truly include issues of ensuring peace, common security and human rights, as well as disarmament and demilitarisation, to the discussions and PLAN OF ACTIONS of MDGs+5 and UN Reforms. In particular:

· We call for drastic cut of all military spending and redirection of them to financing sustainable development. For instance: redirection of 20 % of all military budgets to achieving the MDGs.

· We call for the establishment of an international independent mechanism to audit, monitor and control arm production and consumption.

· We call for the abolition of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction. 

· We call for the Public Access to all information and for Public Participation in decision-making regarding common security matters. Civil society pays a too big price letting only the UN Security Council and some of the governments make decisions about our Common Future! 

· We urge the establishment of an efficient international conflict prevention and conflict management mechanism including civil society and women’s participation.

· We call for a real conflict management and discussion inside of UN between main religious stakeholders, ensuring women’s involvement.  

Environment

WECF considers there is not enough emphasis on proposals for solving existing peace and environmental problems. It shall be acknowledged that some existing conflicts are related to access to natural resources (including land) and energy. 

· We call for environmental restoration as part of all peace making processes. Parties accountable for conflicts shall be responsible for repairing any environmental and ecological damage. 

· We call for “environment for peace” programmes being developed as part of peace prevention and peace-keeping processes, with full involvement of women on its design and implementation. 

WECF would like to see a stronger position regarding environment and sustainable development. Achieving the MDGs requires a more inclusive and holistic approach and solving the problems at their origin not only their effects. 

WECF would like to propose women world-wide to make a stronger appeal for SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, instead of just development, as well as a demand to have SERIOUSLY into account environmental problems as they exacerbate poverty, diseases and generate conflicts.

· We identify climate change as a main threat to achieving the MDGs and urge full implementation of the Kyoto Protocol by all countries. 
1
2
WECF comments to the Outcome Document for the Millennium + 5 Summit. 14.06.05 


