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I. Gender in Environment – energy – climate Change

Women and Environments International Magazine

Women and Environments International Magazine is looking for submissions for its 30^th Anniversary Issue focusing on urban sustainability from an international and feminist perspective. The magazine was founded in 1976 at the first UN Habitat conference in Vancouver. This issue will contribute to the World Urban Forum that marks the 30th anniversary of UN Habitat to be held in Vancouver in June 2006. We encourage submissions that analyse urban sustainability from diverse perspectives of gender, sexual identity, race, class, ability, age, socio-cultural and regional differences among others.

Some suggested (but not exhaustive) areas of interest:

· Gender Mainstreaming at the Municipal Level: Gender responsive budget initiatives – Methods, tools and case studies for Gender mainstreaming – Models of women's participation to local governance –  Inclusive governance (gender, race, poverty, sexuality, ability etc).

· Planning for Inclusive Cities: Gender sensitive physical planning and urban design –  Transportation – Criteria and examples of women friendly cities – Housing Design for safety and mobility from women's perspectives.

· Urban Sustainability with a Gender Inclusive Lens: Women's health in toxic and built environments – Women and nature in urban environments – Urban agriculture –  violence free cities/cities for peace – Economic Imperatives vs. Social equity and environmental integrity – Time and mobility – Women, urban land and water rights.

Deadlines: Abstracts or indications of interest by October 1st 2005.(Consideration will begin as of August 2005). Final Manuscripts by December 15 th 2006. 

Detailed editorial guidelines and information can be found on the website http://www.weimag.com
European citizens vote against Nuclear Energy

Themed “One million Europeans demand the phasing out of nuclear energy” 150 organisations started in 2004 to collect signatures. The petition is scheduled till the 20. anniversary of the nuclear catastrophe in Chernobyl (April 26, 2006). At the moment 200.000 persons signed the petition. The signatories demand European heads of states and governments to give nuclear a clear refusal. They refer to § 3 of the European constitution (the one which was rejected by France and the Netherlands), appointing a sustainable development. If one million citizens of the EU support the action, according to EU law the European Commission has to react on the demands of the initiative.

The action is organised by atomstopp_atomkraftfrei leben! [stop nuclear-living without nuclear energy!] , an Austrian organisation. More information: post@atomstopp.at,  http://www.atomstopp.com/1million/ 

List for signatures can be ordered from roehr@life-online.de too.

WECF decided at their steering committee meeting Brussels during the Green Week in the end of May to give the Chernobyl-Anniversary one of the priorities of the ‘working group energy and climate change’ in 2006. We would like to initiate as may local activities by women against nuclear as possible and hope to prepare a brochure or a book with women’s remembrances on the catastrophe and their reactions, but also their current views on nuclear energy and solutions to phased it out and replace nuclear by renewable energy. If anybody is interested in writing an article or has ideas for local action, please contact us (roehr@life-online.de). 

Toolkit: "Climate for Change – Gender Equality and Climate Change Policy"
From the end of 2003 until spring 2005 the Climate Alliance of European Cities carried out its first gender project: in co-operation with 10 cities from 4 European countries the situation of women in local climate protection was researched, and instruments discussed to improve the share of women in decision making in local climate change policies. The findings are now published in a toolkit, which is really recommendable!

Content of the toolkit:

· data - facts - arguments with results of the project

· tools for promoting women in executive positions

· a gender checklist to get a first impression

· a poster and a flyer.

The toolkit is available as hard copy in German, English, or Italian. In Swedish and Finnish tools and checklist can be downloaded as pdf-file form the Website (without layout) www.climateforchange.net/54.html?&L=0

You can order your hard copy of the toolkit for free at Climate Alliance, email: europe@klimabuendnis.org, Tel. 069-717139-0

WECF partner LIFE/FrauenUmweltNetz was involved in the project for gender expertise. 
II. International negotiations and activities
Gender Perspectives in the 21st Century

This Special Issue of Weltwirtschaft & Entwicklung ("World Economy & Development" - W&E-SD 5-6/2005) presents

· Gender Perspectives in the 21st Century

· Reflections on Beijing+10 and Challenges for Women's Human Rights

· Gender Equality and Social Justice in the Age of Globalisation

· Peace and Security: The Need for a Gender Perspective

Exactly ten years ago the United Nations World Conference on Women adopted the Beijing Platform for Action – a comprehensive action package to globalise women’s rights. The Heinrich Boell Foundation will take this as an opportunity to host an international conference in Berlin this coming September. The information service “World Economy & Development” will contribute to this conference with two Special Issues: In the present first issue, Barbara Unmuessig gives a short introduction into the state of affairs ten years after Beijing. Charlotte Bunch sketches the challenges women’s policy is facing after the 10-year review by the UN Commission on the Status of Women in New York. Christa Wichterich looks at the perspectives of gender equality and social justice in view of neo-liberal globalisation. Gitti Hentschel examines activities and strategies developed by women to overcome gender blindness in national and international foreign and security policy. And finally, she also presents approaches which – despite all obstacles and opposition – promise true potential for the Federal Republic of Germany.

This Special Issue is published in co-operation with the Heinrich Boell Foundation, Berlin, on the occasion of the international conference Femme Globale: Gender Perspectives in the 21st Century, 8 – 10 September 2005 (www.femme-globale.de). 

If you are interested in the paper, please contact roehr@life-online.de 
Support Review of the MDG from a gender perspective

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL), Development Alternatives with Women in a New Era (DAWN), the NGO Working Group on Women Peace and Security and Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) – sent out an email to ask you to help ensure that women’s rights and gender equality are not left out of the Millennium Summit review (MS+5) in September.
Governments have already begun to develop text of the draft outcome document for the Summit negotiations based on the Secretary General’s report, “In Larger Freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all.” The above mentioned organisations elaborated an paper with proposed gender-related language amendments for governments to support and include in the Summit outcome document.  This document may be used for lobbying governments to strengthen their commitments to women and gender equality in all areas: development, peace and security, and human rights.  The paper should help to urge government representatives that they negotiate for language amendments included in the attached document and ensure that their national statements and the Summit outcome document integrate a gender perspective on issues noted in this document. 

To get the document please send a short message to roehr@life-online.de
The paper as well as comments from other organisations can be found on the WECF website: www.wecf.org (look at: Issues – Gender Mainstreaming in Sustainable Development)

III. Gender Activitites in Eastern and Western Europe

Gender issues in Ukraine 

The Challenges and Opportunities report, edited by the United Nations Development Programme, was released in 2003 exactly having Beijing +10 process in mind. It provides a lot of interesting data on the situation of women and on gender relations in the Ukraine. The 47 pages brochure is divided into four chapters: “Gender & Governance”, “Gender Challenges in the Economy”, “Gender Aspects of Social Problems” and “Society’s Gender Mirrors”. A pdf-file is available in English on-line, and you may download it from http://www.un.kiev.ua/en/docs/?mdg=3 

Russian Women leader’s Petition to the president of Russia Vladimir Putin

Russian Women leader’s asked president of Russia Vladimir  Putin to establish a Governmental Commission on Ensuring Gender Equality in Russia. The Text of the petition can be downloaded from WECFs Website www.wecf.org in Russian only (go to issues – gender mainstreaming).

Study: Striking a Balance: Efficiency, Effectiveness and Accountability 

Considering that many social NGOs have long felt that the EU's grant-funding process should be made more efficient, less bureaucratic, and more effective in achieving the EU's aims, the Social Platform, together with the European Policy Centre, Solidar, Concord, and the European Women's Lobby, has commissioned a study examining the EU financial regulation, and making detailed proposals aiming at improving the relationship between NGOs and the European Commission. This study entitled 'Striking a Balance: Efficiency, Effectiveness and Accountability' was launched on 26 April in Brussels. The 90 page study states that “the creative partnership between NGOs and the European Commission is being jeopardised by the too rigid application of the regulations that govern the financing of NGO activities. The commission has over emphasised adherence to procedures at the cost of damaging the effectiveness of their programmes, so spending a great deal of money on unnecessary and ineffective bureaucracy. The Commission could have avoided many of the problems caused by their Financial Regulations had they consulted NGOs”. The study can be downloaded from EWL website: http://www.womenlobby.org/Document.asp?DocID=882&tod=141524 (from EWL Newsflash May 2005)

The Climate Alliance developed in the frame of their project “Climate for Change” (see above) recommendations, how gender issues should be included in the programmes and funding of DG Environment. A short version, supported by WECF, will be available soon and will be sent to Commissioner Dimas.

IV Mixed announcements

EUROPEAN ANTI POVERTY NETWORK SPECIAL NETWORK NEWS ON GENDER AND POVERTY

The European Anti-Poverty Network dedicated the March/April issue of its Network News to the issue of Gender and Poverty: http://www.eapn.org/code/en/publ_detail.asp?pk_id_content=1219 (from EWL Newsflash May 2005)
CALL FOR PAPERS on Gender and Health 
The series “Gender, Society & Development”, which aims to contribute to the development of information on women's and gender issues, are calling for papers for the 2005 issue that will focus on 'Gender & Health'. Submitted papers should draw on practical development experiences, particularly from the global South. Info: Minke Valk: m.valk@kit.n. Submission deadline of first draft papers: 01.06.05 More info: http://www.kit.nl/frameset.asp?/ils/html/gender_society_development.asp&frnr=1&  (from EWL Newsflash May 2005)
GENDERING DEMOCRACY IN AN ENLARGED EUROPE, PAN-EUROPEAN CONFERENCE, PRAGUE 20 JUNE 2005 

The main aim of 'Enlargement, Gender and Governance' (EGG) is to analyse the extent to which representative institutions and other organizations (such as political parties, trade unions, NGOs and social movements) enable women's participation and representation in political decision-making and governance in ten Central and Eastern European (CEE) countries. By looking at how the history of communist rule has affected women's current political position, the project will provide recommendations to the Commission and CEE governments in order to underpin effective future policy-making. More information: http://www.qub.ac.uk/egg/ (from EWL Newsflash May 2005)
GENDER MAINSTREAMING CONFERENCE, JULY 2005, CHEMNITZ (GERMANY): 

Gender Mainstreaming Implementation can show the way into a fair and reasonable world, 18-30.07.2005 in Chemnitz (Germany). This conference will aim at developing knowledge, new ideas and exchanging about different approaches of Gender Mainstreaming. Registration deadline: 28.05.2005. Further details: http://www.sommerkurs-in-chemnitz.de or contact Foneta: Tel.+49 371 666 123 0; language@foneta.de (from EWL Newsflash May 2005)
