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Gender Mainstreaming in the climate programme 2004-2008 Lower Austria 

The Austrian federal state ‘Lower Austria’ is leading the way to a gender just climate change policy. They are the first ones in Europe (and may be also in the world) who mainstreamed gender into their current climate programme, covering the years 2004 to 2008. The way they dealt with the gender issues in climate change is as follows. Climate change policy in general was analysed by the two questions: Do the proposed measures impact women and men differently? If there is inequality, how can equality be reached? Based on this analyses five gender mainstreaming measures were identified and assigned to most of the more than 200 climate protection measures. That means, when implementing the measure, the responsible planner or developer has to take into account the GM measures. 

The header of the five GM measures are:

[GM 1] Representation of women in decision making processes

[GM 2] Equal opportunities in planning, shaping and funding

[GM 3] Promotion of women in technical professions

[GM 4] Training: taking into accont gender issues

[GM 5] Taking into account gender issues in public relations.

Remarkable is also the gender sensible language used for the whole programme. It is really a boon to read a paper in which women and men are equally addressed (the German language uses the “generic masculine”, meaning: when using the male language women are meant too).

A first evaluation and reporting on the implementation of the climate programme including the implementation of the gender mainstreaming measures will take place in one year. We are curious about it.

Climate for Change: European cities commited themselves to gender equality

At the end of February a final meeting and presentation of the results of the project “Climate for Change: Gender Equality and Climate Change Policy” took place in Baden near Vienna. The project, in which 10 cities from Italy, Sweden, Finnland, and Germany were involved, was funded by the European Commission and managed by the Klima-Bündnis/Climate Alliance of European Cities. Main target of the project was to improve women’s participation in decision making in climate change issues on local level. The partner cities analysed the situation of women in climate change decision making in their administrations, the national coordinators did the same on national level. These studies built the base for the toolkit comprising of a series of instruments to improve women’s situation, data and facts on gender issues in climate change, a poster and leaflet, checklists etc. The toolkit will be published in May. 

Green Week  2005:  Focus on climate change

Green Week 2005 will take place from 31 May to 3 June 2005 and will be entirely devoted to climate change under the slogan: “Get to Grips with Climate Change.”

You can find more information on the programme and register your participation at

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/greenweek
WECF asked for a workshop on gender and climate change but didn't got the slot. WECF as well a its single member organisations will ask for a stand at the exibition to present their activities on climate change. We will keep ypu informed!

