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Eco-efficiency and sustainable development:

Women promoting the Environmental Pillar of the Lisbon Agenda and the EU SDS

A short summary
Rationale

The Lisbon Strategy, also referred to as the Lisbon Agenda, was adopted at the European Summit of Lisbon, in March 2000. The Strategy aims at making the European Union the most dynamic and competitive knowledge-based economy in the world capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs, greater social cohesion, and respect for the environment by 2010. At the time the Strategy had two dimensions: an economic and a social one. The environmental dimension was added to the Lisbon Agenda at the European Council of Göteborg in June 2001, through the adoption of the Sustainable Development Strategy (SDS). Both Strategies were asserted to be complementary, and mutually reinforcing. With the SDS, the Lisbon approach gained coherence, bringing together at equal footing, the three dimensions of sustainable development. From that moment on, the Lisbon Agenda was to be guided by the sustainable development approach.

The midterm re-launch of the Lisbon Strategy has raised serious concern on the risk of marginalizing both the social and environmental dimensions. The Commission Statement ignores the contribution of environmental measures to economic and social renewal, and environment seems to be put aside until the return of economic growth. Any new environmental initiative is to be soundly based in science and economics, and contribute in a positive way to growth and employment. The Dutch presidency, recognising that the environment and competitiveness are a win-win situation, launched its “Clean, Clever, Competitive” initiative with the aim of moving eco-efficiency and eco-innovation high up on the EU’s political agenda. In this context eco-efficient innovation is considered as a means to enhance the competitiveness of the European industry. Eco-efficiency can be defined as a management strategy that links financial and environmental performance to create more value with less ecological impact
. Eco-efficiency is not only about using less and less resources to reach the same level of products or production. Products and processes need to be re-thought in the sense of delivering ‘services’ which bring a higher level of ‘well-being’. Eco-efficiency also needs to be integrative of the environmental impact on health and a life-cycle approach to the health effects of products. Reducing health effects reduces economic costs to society.

Project objectives

The EU is looking for a broad civil society support in order to achieve the Lisbon and SDS Strategies. In this project, WECF wants to engage more citizens – particularly women - in the debate on how to incorporate the SDS goals and health and environment values in the Lisbon strategy and how to contribute to the implementation. One of the aspects through which to bring women into the debate on environmental policies is to make the link with health and the environmental burden of disease. The basic philosophy is that competitiveness is in the long term unthinkable when it is not based on a healthy environment and a healthy population.

A second point of discussion will be how citizens – in particular women and their professional networks and organisations – can be motivated to contribute to the implementation of this integrated strategy.

The aim of this project is:

· to develop a vision and strategy with experts on the environmental burden of disease , and the necessity to include environmental health impacts as part of the SDS / Environment pillar, as it strongly influences both the economic and social pillars .

· to make citizens’, business and government representatives aware that reducing health problems related to environmental factors, is cost saving and should be part of the Lisbon strategy

· to provide input from women with leadership positions and from large European women’s networks and organisations on how to deliver the goals of the Lisbon and SDS strategy. It is important to obtain a women’s perspective and the involvement of women from different sectors: NGOs, business and industry, trade unions, science and authorities. 

· to enhance public participation in developing and implementing an integrated European Lisbon Strategy

· to enhance the understanding of Women’s organisations and other citizens organisations of the integrated Lisbon Strategy; 

· to promote that the tool of eco-efficiency will be directed to include also the reduction of negative health effects of production and products.

Project activities

· Begin 2006, WECF will prepare and publish four fact sheets that will inform women’s and other organisations on:

1. the Lisbon Agenda, from an environmental and gender perspective and pointing at the need to integrate environmental health objectives

2. the Sustainable Development Strategy

3. Eco-Efficiency

4. Environmental Burden of Disease and its Economic Impact

· April 2006, WECF will organise an Expert Workshop, led by Professor Dr. Jacqueline Cramer
 in which ±15 scientific experts from mainly the health sector will discuss with a few selected representatives of NGO’s and the Commission their research outcomes and methodology to assess the environmental burden of disease. With the aim to put forward arguments to strengthen the environmental pillar with environmental health arguments and to broaden the tool of eco-efficiency (used by the Dutch presidency to “green ‘ the Lisbon agenda) to include health and sustainability goals. 

· Autumn 2006, WECF will organise a High-Level Roundtable “Eco-efficiency and Sustainable Development Strategy – clean, clever and competitive from a women’s perspective”. In this High-Level Roundtable, the vision and strategy developed in the workshop will be presented and discussed with women leaders from around Europe, also including the WECF network.

· Autumn 2006, WECF will organise a network meeting after the high level meeting with the aim to discuss in workshops on how civil society can become more engaged in the Lisbon strategy and strengthen the environment and health pillar both of the Lisbon and the Sustainable Development Strategy; and how to advocate integration of these essential elements. (This activity will depend on acquiring additional funding)

· As a final outcome of the High-Level Roundtable and workshops, a policy document will be developed to be used by women’s and environment and health organisations with concrete recommendations and actions to move from a supply to an eco-efficient demand economy which integrates fully the protection of health. 

	International Expert Workshop 
	WECF will involve experts from the health sector to discuss the Environmental Burden of Disease , with the aim to formulate convincing arguments and recommendations for incorporating health protection in the environmental pillar and eco-efficiency tools of the Lisbon Strategy. 

WECF will focus on what from a women’s perspective the main arguments are to broaden the tool of eco-efficiency (used by the Dutch presidency to “green” the Lisbon agenda) to include health and sustainability goals:

· To reduce / prevent environmental health impacts, with specific attention to gender and future generation aspects and including effects on budgets (increase of public health costs and effects in other sectors such as increased need for special education, linked to effects of pollutants on learning abilities)

· To guarantee safety and sustainability of consumer products and production processes (including waste management)

 

	High-Level Roundtable
	The outcome of the Expert Workshop on EBD will be used as input for discussion at the High-Level Roundtable “Eco-efficiency and Sustainable Development – clean, clever and competitive from a women’s perspective”, to be organised in June 2006. This High-Level Roundtable aims to come with policy recommendations for authorities and politicians and recommendations to business and NGO’s:

· how to achieve sustainable competitiveness and make the Lisbon goals more attractive for European citizens, so as to be supported by them 

· the importance to apply the formulated demands and views into product development and production processes 




� Definition of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbcsd.ch" ��http://www.wbcsd.ch�). 


� Prof. Cramer is a high level expert in the Netherlands on Eco-efficiency and is programme manager of Sustainable Entrepreneurship in International Context.
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