[image: image1.jpg]Women in Europe for a Common Future




[image: image2.jpg]Women in Europe for a Common Future





[image: image3.jpg]Women in Europe for a Common Future




2 / 2

Utrecht, February 2006
Letter of invitation to the Environmental Burden of Disease Workshop

Dear, 

Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF), a network of 70 member organisations all over Europe, has started the project “Eco-efficiency and sustainable development; Women promoting the environmental pillar of the Lisbon Strategy and the EU Sustainable Development Strategy (SDS)
”. It is our belief that competitiveness is in the long term unthinkable when it is not based on a healthy environment and a healthy population. Our goal is to bring women into this debate, through making the link between environmental pollution, the environmental burden of disease and their effects on Europe’s competitiveness. Therefore, in this project WECF wants to engage citizens, particularly women, in the debate on how to advocate with convincing arguments to incorporate the SDS and protection of environment and health as overarching goals to economic competitiveness in the Lisbon strategy. See annex for a more detailed project summary and planned activities.

From your fields of expertise, we would like to invite you to our Environmental Burden of Disease Workshop, in which we want to formulate clear arguments to strengthen both the SDS and the environmen​tal pillar of the Lisbon Agenda with environmental health arguments. In this context, eco-efficiency, used as a tool to “green ‘ the Lisbon Agenda, also needs to contribute to health protection and sustainability. For example eco-efficiency can help:

· prevent and reduce environmental health impacts, with specific attention to alleviating the environmental burden of disease of women and future generations

· reduce the effects on public health costs and financial effects on other sectors such as increased need for special education

· guarantee safety and sustainability of consumer products and production processes

This workshop will be held on the 13th of April in Brussels. The workshop will be led by Professor Jacqueline Cramer, expert in the Netherlands on eco-efficiency and project manager Sustainable Entrepreneurship in the International Context. We very much value your contribution to this workshop, sharing your expertise on environmental burden of disease, e.g.: 

· assessment of evidence of environmental causes of disease; multi-causality vs. single causality model

· examples of environmental health impacts, changes over the last decades and expectations for future generations

· the costs of treating diseases

· the costs of loss of productive years (DALY’s) and loss of (optimal) human potential 

· the costs of adjustments in society (need for more special education, behavioural therapies etc.)

These data will strengthen our arguments needed to encourage and persuade EU institutions to incorporate them into the SDS and the environmental pillar of the Lisbon Agenda. We believe this is a prerequisite to achieving the goals of both Strategies. The outcome of this workshop will be used as input for discussion at a High-Level Roundtable, to be organised in September this year, for which opinion leaders from ministerial and political, institutional, NGO and business level will be invited.

Attached you will find the detailed project summary. Can you please let me know if you are interested to contribute to this workshop and able to join us the 13thh of April in Brussels. If you have any questions e.g. about reimbursement of travel and accommodation, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Looking forward to cooperating with you,
 

Kind regards,
 

Yvette Bellens 
Project Manager 
WECF - Women in Europe for a Common Future 
PO Box 13047 
3507 LA Utrecht (NL) 
Tel.: +31 30 231 03 00 
Fax: +31 30 234 08 78 
yvette.bellens@wecf.org 
www.wecf.org 
� Project financed by the Netherlands Ministry of Housing, Spacial Planning and the Environment (VROM IMZ)
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