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Life +
Background

On this funding period, till the end of 2006, the European Commission LIFE III programme helps to implement and develop EU environmental policy and legislation by co-financing projects. Launched in 1992, LIFE co-finances environmental initiatives in the European Union and certain third countries bordering on the Mediterranean and the Baltic Sea and in Central and East European accession candidate countries that have decided to participate in LIFE.

The current LIFE III programme consists of three thematic components: "LIFE-Nature", "LIFE- Environment” and “LIFE-Third Countries”. Since this programme finishes at the end of 2006, the Commission adopted in September 2004 a proposal for a future programme, Life+ that would run from 2007-2013.
 The Life + proposal has been discussed within the European Institutions.

On December 2005 was reached a “partial” political agreement on the Commission’s proposal regarding the basic principles. However, it has given greater prominence to nature and biodiversity and provides for the financing of certain environmental technology projects under Life+, when they are not eligible for financing under other Community financial instruments. It is expected that the Council will adopt this text as a Common Position, after agreement has been reached on the financial perspectives package for 2007-2013.

Financial instrument for the environment

On the new EU Financial Perspectives 2007-2013, most environmental action is expected to be delivered by mainstreaming into other actions. Nevertheless, it remains a need for an instrument to deliver action of a uniquely environmental nature. This instrument is a single programme, the LIFE+ programme, addressed to contribute to the development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of EU environment policy and legislation. 
LIFE+, will fund a number of measures to support the implementation of EU legislation on nature protection, climate change, chemicals, water policy and other essential programmes.  

According to the European Commission a single instrument will allow for a single set of rules and decision-making and financing procedures, as well as more consistent policy targeting. It is intended that as a result there will be a reduction in the administrative overheads involved, as well as more transparency and visibility.

The Life + programme would support in particular:

1. The deepening of the knowledge base on environmental policy and the development of key tools to ensure consistency (data collection, studies, scenario building etc);

2. The implementation of environment policy on the ground, notably through capacity building, exchange of best practice and networking and the involvement of NGOs;

3. Demonstration of new policy approaches and instruments;

4. Information and Communication to raise awareness on environmental issues.

The new Life Regulation

At present there is a Life+ consolidated unofficial text. The Life+ general objective is to contribute to the implementation, updating and development of Community environmental policy and legislation, including the integration of the environment into other policies, and the contribution to sustainable development. In particular, LIFE+ shall support the implementation of the 6th EAP, including the thematic strategies, and finance measures and projects with European added value in Member States.

The measures under Life + shall be of Community interest by making significant contribution to the achievement of the general objective of and technically and financially coherent, feasible and provide value for money. The Regulation also states some additional criteria for eligibility including the European added value and to avoid financing recurring activities.

LIFE+ will consist of three components: LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity, LIFE+ Environment Policy and Governance and LIFE+ Information and Communication, each of them with specific objectives.

Programming

DG Environment will draft a first multi‑annual strategic programme for 2007 to 2010 and a second multi‑annual strategic programme for 2011 to 2013. These programmes shall define the principal objectives, priority areas of action, type of measures and expected results for Community funding in relation to the relevant objectives set out in the Regulation. Each of the multi-annual strategic programmes will have to be adopted by the Life+ Committee, composed of representatives of Member States and chaired by the representative of the Commission (DG Environment).

Member States will prepare and implement national annual work programmes. According to the Regulation National agencies shall invite project applications for the implementation of the measures set out in national annual work programmes and ensure that projects meet the criteria set out in the Regulation (Article 3), giving priority to those that make the greatest contribution to the achievement of the objectives of the Regulation.

Getting funding from Life+

According to the Regulation “public and/or private bodies, actors and institutions” may receive financing through LIFE+. Project implementation will be managed by the national agencies.

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) contribute to the development and implementation of Community environmental policy and legislation and for this reason  the centrally managed part of the LIFE+ budget  (DG Environment) will support “certain operational activities of NGOs that are primarily active in protecting and enhancing the environment at European level” through “the competitive and transparent awarding of annual operating grants. Such NGOs would need to be independent and non-profit-making and to pursue activities in at least three European countries, either alone or in the form of an association.”

Budget 

At present Life + budget is being discussed together with the debate on the EU Financial Perspectives. The EU agreed budget that was approved by the Council Ministers at the end of the UK Presidency was rejected by the EU Parliament.

More information

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/news/lifepluscounciltext.doc
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