Seed Awards 2006/7 -- Application Form

Please complete the form in full and send it to submissions@seedinit.org by September 15th 2006.

The Seed Awards: 

Call for Submissions for the 2nd Round of Seed Awards (2006/7)

The Supporting Entrepreneurs for Environment and Development (Seed) Awards, an international biennial competition, is designed to support innovative, entrepreneurial partnerships. Through the provision of targeted services, support, training, and exposure to additional networks, the Seed Initiative helps young and promising initiatives bring their partnerships to fruition. The award is not monetary but a comprehensive package of tailor-made services from a range of organizations.

The Seed Award recognizes and rewards two levels of winners: ten finalists who will receive support through capacity development activities measures and five award winners, selected from the finalists, who will receive the full ‘Seed Award’ that includes services to be delivered over a period of 6-12 months: building the partnership, developing its capacity, providing opportunities for exposure, financing, and networking. In both cases, the nature and organization of support will depend on the partnership programmes chosen as finalists and winners.
Who Should Apply?

We welcome innovative ideas from any group in the process of planning and setting up a partnership project:

· involves at least three partner organizations from different stakeholder groups such as small, medium or large businesses; community-based organizations; local or international NGOs; labour unions; women’s groups; indigenous peoples organizations; research institutions; public authorities; international agencies; 

· relates to the three pillars of sustainable development: environmental, social, and economic in an integrated manner;

· has the potential to contribute towards the internationally agreed goals of the Millennium Declaration and/or the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation;

· displays entrepreneurship in its broadest sense, and is driven by local actors;

· helps to demonstrate innovative ways of doing business through partnerships – business as unusual – and has the potential to serve as inspiration to others; and/or

· has a draft business plan and has partners that have already agreed in principle to work together.  

How to Apply

Application forms can be downloaded from the Seed Initiative website http://seedinit.org. Completed submissions should be sent to submissions@seedinit.org. If you are unable to submit your application electronically, please contact the Seed Initiative by phone (+41 22 999 0000).

Submissions will be accepted from July 1st until September 15th 2006.

Early submission is highly recommended as this may allow initial feedback to be given to help you improve your application. Late submissions cannot be considered. 

Who Will Judge Your Submissions and How?

A pre-selection team of partnership experts and practitioners will select the ten finalists, to be announced in November 2006. 

A multi-stakeholder, international group of highly recognized experts and practitioners will serve as the Jury and select five winners. The second class of Seed Award winners will be announced at a gala ceremony, to be held on the margins of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development’s 15th Session in New York (May 2007).

Criteria:

The same criteria will be applied at all stages of selection:

· Entrepreneurship/innovation: 
The partnership takes an entrepreneurial or innovative approach.

· Benefits:
The project has the potential to make a significant contribution (i.e. tangible benefits) in the following ways:

· Social benefits

· Environmental benefits

· Economic benefits

· Sustainability of the project:
The project is likely to be financially viable and socially and environmentally sustainable.

· Partnership: 
Partnership is the most effective way to achieve the objectives of the project.
All partners will share benefits and risks.

· Local drive and focus:
The project reflects local expertise, interests, and commitments. 
Local partners and/or their communities benefit from the project. 
Local partner/s is/are fully engaged in the project.

· Potential impact:
The Seed Initiative support can potentially have a big impact in furthering the success of this partnership.

Confidentiality & Disclaimer

If requested, submissions that are not chosen as finalists will remain confidential. If confidentiality is not requested, the Seed Research and Learning Programme may use submissions and the ideas may be publicized to inspire others. The decisions of the pre-selection team and jury are final and no further correspondence will be entered into after the jury’s decision has been made public.  
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1. Major project details

	Project Title:
	

	One-line description

(30 words max):
	

	Location:
	


2. Contact details

Please complete details of the contact person and organisation representing the partners in applying to the Seed Awards.

	Title (Mr, Ms, Dr. etc.):
	

	First name:
	

	Last name:
	

	Position:
	

	Email address:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Fax number:
	

	Organisation Name:
	

	Type
:
	

	One-line description:
	

	Website (URL):
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	

	Postcode:
	

	Country:
	


2. Other partners organisations

Please complete details of all other partners involved (copy and paste to create further boxes for additional partners).

	Organisation Name:
	

	Type:
	

	One-line description:
	

	Website (URL):
	


	Organisation Name:
	

	Type:
	

	One-line description:
	

	Website (URL):
	


3. Summarize your idea 
	What is the basic idea behind your partnership project? 

What exactly are you trying to achieve and how are you planning to achieve it?

(maximum 500 words)


	


4. Describe your partnership project

Please answer all the questions below in brief (bullet points are encouraged). Do not use more than two pages in total to respond to all the questions:

	a) Where did the idea for the partnership project come from and in what way is it entrepreneurial or innovative?
	

	b) In what ways does your partnership project idea address i) environmental, ii) economic, and iii) social concerns?
	

	c) What steps have already been taken towards building the partnership and, if applicable, implementing the project? 
	

	d) What are your next steps and what do you see as the major hurdles to be overcome for the project to be successful? 
	

	e) What type of services, connections, training or support might be of use to your partnership project?
	

	f) What are the roles of each of the partners, and are you looking for additional partners – if so, of what kind? 
	

	g) What are the specific advantages and disadvantages of working in partnership to achieve your objectives?
	

	h) How will your partnership be financed?
	

	i) Is there anything else of importance you wish to add?
	


5. Confidentiality & Disclaimer 

A vital component of the Seed Award is to promote and publicize partnerships in order to attract support from external organisations. If requested, submissions which are not chosen as finalists will remain in confidence. If confidentiality is not requested, submissions may be used by the Seed Research and Learning programme, passed on to potential funders and/or other interested parties, or used to inspire others. 

	(please cross if required) 
	I request that details of my submission remain confidential if the partnership is not chosen as a finalist.

	(for submission, you must accept this condition) 
	I understand and accept that if chosen as a finalist, the details of the submission will be published
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� Please choose from: Government, NGO, business, religious, financial, cooperative or other AND specify if the organisation is international, national or local (e.g. local business or international NGO).





