Climate change

On behalf of Women as a Major Group we call to your attention that the Report of the Secretary General on policy options and actions fails to capture women’s dual role as victims of climate change and key actors for the effective implementation of mitigation and adaptation measures.  
Given that global warming will affect disproportionally the poor, and that most of these are women, we call on governments and institutions to implement measures that will address the vulnerability of women by conducting gender impact analysis to identify gender specific needs and protection measures related to floods, droughts and other disasters. Information is also needed in connection with gender based resource use patterns and environmental impacts, such as deforestation due to inappropriate agricultural practices and weak tenure rights. 
Governments and institutions should involve women at all level in climate change decision making processes and take particular advantages of their skills in natural resource management and conflict prevention. We therefore call for a more equitable participation of women in the institutionalization of mitigation and adaptation measures, for example in the establishment of early warning systems at local level. 

Governments and institutions should work closer with women’s organizations to improve women’s access to resources, without which they would be less able to cope to the impacts of climate change. 

Governments should fully comply with international cooperation and joint actions on the implementation of UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. Developed countries are the major source of greenhouse emissions and therefore should take the lead, and non-binding agreements should be discouraged. We call upon the North to change its energy production and consumption patterns, towards the promotion of increased access to affordable energy alternatives including clean energy saving technologies.
