Improving Health by Reducing Indoor Air –Pollution from Traditional Fuel Use
Energy is essential to meet most basic needs: cooking, boiling, lighting and heating. It is also a pre-requisite for good health, a reality that has largely been ignored. Women and children are largely the victims of this ignorance and no member of the household is free from the implication of Indoor Air Pollution. In this context the Women’s Major Group identifies the following priorities and actions:

1. Promotions of existing technologies should be developed with respect to the local context within developing countries.
2. National standards achievable by individual countries to be established with the commitments to achieve WHO standards in a time bound manner.

3.  Indoor air pollution is an inter-sectoral issue, hence requires integrated policy for reducing the hazards of indoor air pollution. Revisit existing sectoral policies of energy, health and education and make necessary interventions for including IAP mitigation measures   
4. Education for bringing about a shift in the present energy use practices and behavioral changes: kitchen management, energy use practices and keeping children away from the fire together with appropriate ventilation measures.
5. Expand international co-operation in relation to technologies such as micro-hydro, biogas, improved cook stoves where the developing countries already have a lead.

6. Link energy programs with income generating activities so as to enable a move up the “energy-ladder” that is cleaner.

7. International and regional initiatives to be geared towards accelerating the deployment and lowering the cost of cleaner energy technologies

8. Establish mechanisms for regular evaluation of available data on indoor pollution and its implications as well as of the progress made in achieving the reductions affects from energy interventions especially benefits for women’s health, education and income opportunities.
9. Capacity building for undertaking the above mentioned activities is necessary.

