Information Release: 
What will new EU Chemicals Legislation Deliver for Public Health?

REACH, the Executive Director of the European Chemicals Agency, and Public Health
On the occasion (November 21st, 2007; 16:00-17.30) of the hearing in the European Parliament of the elected Executive Director of the new European Chemicals Agency, the International Society of Doctors for the Environment (Europe) is co-publishing, with the Health and Environment Alliance and CHEMTrust, a briefing entitled “What will new EU Chemicals Legislation Deliver for Public Health?”  This four page article introduces the new EU law called ‘REACH’, and briefly discusses the health problems linked to chemicals; how REACH can bring health benefits; the types of chemicals causing concern; and how members of the health sector, whose voice is important, can give input to the discussion on the law’s implementation.
An open letter from the President of the International Society of Doctors for the Environment, Professor Vyvyan Howard, to Geert Dancet will accompany this briefing.

Quotes:

Lisette van Vliet, Health and Environment Alliance

“Evidence is growing that some chemicals are making us ill, both from work exposures, and from ordinary living in today’s society.  We need to recognize that to reduce illnesses, we need to prevent hazardous exposures, wherever they occur.”
Gwynne Lyons, ChemTrust

"We must not forget that REACH has the potential to prevent suffering. 

The chemical industry needs to grasp the opportunity to develop safer chemicals, or its reputation and future business will decline".
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