II. Small village Bobryk and nearby village Vertijivka, Chernihiv oblast (Northern Ukraine)
Village of Bobryk

Bobryk is characterized by a rapid population decrease: in the past couple of decades the population declined from 2000 to 396 inhabitants (41 children and 53 persons of employable age). People move out because of limited opportunities in Bobryk. Most of initiative-rich people have left Bobryk already for good, leaving behind pensioners and embittered people who try forget about their desperation with the help of alcohol.

The infrastructure is poor: although the road Kiev-Moscow passes through Bobryk and bigger village Vertijivka and town Nizhin are respectively 8 and 20 km away, the bus leaves only twice a day and not many people own a car. People live in self constructed, stand alone houses, surrounded by gardens, without central water supply or gas system.

When the project started the mayor of Vertijivka tried to convince the project team to change a target area from Bobryk to a bigger and more developed village of Vertijivka. The project team however, believed that Bobryk should remain a main target area. Still, due to high nitrate concentrations in 80% of all checked private wells of Vertijivka, it was decided cover this village as well.

More information available in “Socio-economic and gender survey of Vorohkta, Bobryk and Gozhuli” Kitty Bentvelsen http://www.wecf.eu/cms/publications/2005/socioecon_survey_ukr.php
Village of Vertijivka

Vertijivka has a population of 4,864 persons (312 children and 2,116 persons of employable age). Being the centre of municipality, it has much a better developed infrastructure and transport connection to Nizhyn and Kyiv. There is a school, a kindergarten, a village council building, several shops and a bar, as well as a local fire brigade. The dwellers of Vertijivka live in larger one-storey houses, surrounded by small gardens. In general Vertijivka is much more densely built, leaving less space for courtyards and household gardens. 

Key problems for Bobryk:

· poverty and cases of malnutrition among children

· pollution of some wells water by microorganisms and nitrate

· poor sanitation conditions in the school – no water supply to the school and the school canteen buildings, toilet facilities outside the school building, no handwashing facilities

· poor sanitation conditions in the households – use of pit-latrines, no handwashing facilities

· obsolete pesticides stockpile nearby the village

· poor agricultural practices – monocultures prevail, no crop rotations, extensive use of pesticides

Key problems for Vertijivka:

· highly nitrate contaminated water in majority wells

· poor sanitation conditions in the households – pit-latrines and manure hips in proximity to wells

· poor agricultural practices – monocultures prevail, no crop rotations, extensive use of pesticides

Short summary of the project results:

	No
	Demonstration solutions
	Number of beneficiaries

	1
	2 private ecosan toilets  (1 in Bobryk, 1 in Vertijivka)
	10 persons

	2
	1 school ecosan facility with 1 one-vault dry urine diversion toilet and 1 urinal in Bobryk
	51 pupils and teachers (including 2 technical staff persons)

	3
	1 restored school canteen well with a pump and indoor connection in Bobryk
	51 pupils and teachers (including 2 technical staff persons)

	4
	1 restored school technical well with a pump, indoor connection and greywater pipe in Bobryk
	51 pupils and teachers (including 2 technical staff persons)

	5
	Well water tests on nitrate concentrations in Bobryk and Vertijivka
	173 families

	6
	140 m deep well with indoor connection for Vertijivka kindergarten
	100 children + kindergarten staff

	7
	3 wells have been disinfected
	3 families with children

	8
	1 Organic Agriculture Information Centre in Vertijivka
	All villagers of Vertijivka, Bobryk and nearby villages


WECF links:

Another brand-new ecosan school toilet in Ukraine –05.10.2006
Attention - Obsolete Pesticides! –15.03.2006
Great news from Nizhyn, Ukraine! – 09.02.2006

Ukraine visit – 23.11.2004

Meeting with pesticide-waste time-bomb in Ukraine – 09.11.2004
Ecological sanitation solutions – 05.06.2004
