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• WECF: “Organising partner” to the UN – for civil society 
Women Rio+20 

• Supported by the Women Rio+20 Steering Committee
– 200 active members

– women’s organisations covering 80 countries

– from all sectors: agriculture, energy, SRHR, finance…
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Global Women’s Position Rio+20
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Submission for Zero Draft



Women - Priorities for Zero Draft (1)

Food Security – Chapter V - A – § 63

•Food Sovereignty 
•Strong binding safeguards against land grabbing, and resource 
grabbing from women, local communities and indigenous people’s

© WECF - Women in Europe for a  Common Future - www.wecf.eu Page 4



Women - Priorities for Zero Draft (2)

Green Economy – Chapter III - C – § 43

•Economic indicators and criteria need to include the informal, 
precarious and subsistence sectors

•Beyond GDP – measure value of women’s unpaid labour
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Women - Priorities for Zero Draft (3)

Science and Technology – § 118

•Independent assessment of new technologies (e.g. geo-
engineering, synthetic biology) and monitoring
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Women - Priorities for Zero Draft (4)

Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development

• § 57 We call for the establishment of an Ombudsperson or High 
Commissioner for Future Generations, to promote sustainable 
development.

• §51 UNEP specialized agency

• Add: Gender parity, Gender strategies, Gender budgeting, Gender 
Accounting - for new institutions 
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Women - Priorities for Zero Draft (5)

Gender Paragraph - § 103
•We call for removing barriers that have prevented women from being 
full participants in the economy and society and unlocking their 
potential as drivers of sustainable development, including through 
promotion of gender-responsive sustainable development 
institutions and policies that advance women’s participation and 
leadership at all levels. We agree to prioritize measures to promote 
gender equality in all spheres of our societies, including education, 
employment, access to and ownership of resources, access to justice, 
political representation, institutional decision-making, care giving and 
household and community management. 
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Women - Priorities for Zero Draft (5)

Gender Paragraph - § 104
•We support the work of UN Women, other intergovernmental 
agencies working on gender, and women’s organizations and 
networks in civil society in achieving gender equality and the 
empowerment of women in all aspects of life and bringing greater 
attention to the linkages between gender equality and justice and the 
achievement of sustainable development.
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