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TODAY 

Setting the stage: climate reality / policy landscape & gender 
equality links 
What do sustainable solutions look like? 
‘Show me the $’: What are the barriers to implementing 
sustainable solutions today? 
How can we use a human rights approach to spur action on 
climate? 
Mapping ourselves among the policy chaos: how can we strategize 
across processes/ movements for change? 
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CLIMATE REALITY  



SCIENCE 

 In September 2013, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released 
the first installment of its Fifth Assessment Report (AR5). The report, which has been 
signed off by almost 200 nations after negotiations this week, concludes with 95% 
certainty or more that humans have caused the majority of climate change since the 
1950s. It predicts: 

global surface temperature to continue to rise 

increased sea level rise 

melting of glaciers and ice sheets 

acidification of oceans 

Increased intensity of tropical storms and changes in precipitation patterns 





EXACERBATION OF 
INEQUALITY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Women and mortality in natural disasters – Neumayer and Plumpert, Annals of the Association of American Geographers – study of the impact of natural disasters on gender gap in Life expectancy 1981 – 2002 in 141 countries – kill more women than men  - but the higher women’s socio-economic status the lower this impact on women’s LE. Why? Biological different small. Social norms (eg women’s clothing, where women/ men are etc) some influence. Main link is esp w/m different access to resources and skills  - eg hunger as a result, access to vehicles etc.




UNFCCC 

March 21st 1994- UNFCCC entered into force, 20 years  

1997- Kyoto Protocol was adopted (Mitigation targets, Annex 1 & non-Annex 1, US 
not part) 

2007- Bali Action Plan and start of the Ad-hoc Working Group on Long-term 
Cooperative Action (LCA) – Beyond mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology, 
capacity building, social dimensions of climate change 

2009- Copenhagen 

2011- Ad hoc Working Group on Durban Platform for Action (ADP) – new climate 
agreement (applicable to all) 

2013- Warsaw (COP19) nationally determined contributions  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1990 :
IPCC  AR1   ” human-induced climate change was indeed a threat and calling for a global treaty to address the problem”
Second World Climate Conference (October / November in Geneva). 
December : Resolution 45/212  of the UNGA: The Inter-governmental Negotiating Committee for a Framework Convention on Climate Change (INC/FCCC):mandated to draft a framework convention and any related legal instruments, 
Between February 1991 and May 1992, 150 nations held five sessions 
9th May 1992  adoption of the UNFCCC in New York.
June 1992, Earth Summit (UNCED): signature of  the Convention  (15 months after the inception of the INC/FCCC)
21st March 1994: Entrance into force. 




UNFCCC & GENDER 
EQUALITY  
Global Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA) formed in 2007 

Women and Gender Constituency recognized officially in 2010 

Large amount of foundation language on gender in the UNFCCC text, from none in 2009- 
moving from gender balance to an understanding of gender perspectives in climate impacts 
and actions, towards gender-responsive climate policy. 

Decision on gender balance in 2012 at Doha, which was enhanced through conclusions in 
Warsaw- looking at monitoring, reporting and accountability of gender considerations across 
agreements 

Gender-sensitive fund wide approach in Green Climate Fund 

Strong statements on gender equality and human rights in first 2014 ADP 

BUT “Women do not want to be mainstreamed into a polluted stream.”- Bella Abzug, 1992 

 



ROADMAP TO COP20 

March 2014 

• ADP 2.4 

June 2014 

• Intersessional 

October 2014 

• ADP 

December 2014 

• Lima, Peru 
COP20 

2015 

• Intersessionals 

December 2015 

• Paris, COP21 

Social PreCOP for 
Climate Change, 
Caracas, Venezuela 
July 15th to 18th   

SG Climate Summit, 
New York, September 
23rd  

PreCOP Ministerial 
November 4-7, 
Caracas, Venezula 

DRAFT TEXT Expected 

Other processes: 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
Post2015 Development Agenda 
Indigenous Peoples Forum 
ICPD Beyond 2014 
Beijing +20 
SIDs Conference  
Human Rights Council  



MAJOR CHALLENGES 

 Defining ‘Applicable to all’ in relation to CBDR 

 Equity and Right to Development  

 Finance- filling an empty shell 

 Trade conflicts:  
 EU Plans Provisional Anti-Dumping Duties on Chinese Solar Panels http://ictsd.org/i/news/bridgesweekly/163186/  
 WTO Appellate Body Rules against Canada in Renewable Energy Case http://ictsd.org/i/news/bridgesweekly/163192/  
 Argentina Lodges New WTO Complaint on EU Biodiesel Policies http://ictsd.org/i/news/bridgesweekly/163905/  

  



BEYOND MITIGATION 

 Mitigation -> Adaptation -> Loss and Damage -> Mitigation? 

 Who is defining high potential mitigation action? 

 Who is getting to speak in these meetings and set the agenda? 

 What do sustainable, rights-based solutions look like? 



TODAY 

Setting the stage: climate reality / policy landscape & gender 
equality links 
What do sustainable solutions look like? 
‘Show me the $’: What are the barriers to implementing 
sustainable solutions today? 
How can we use a human rights approach to spur action on 
climate? 
Mapping ourselves among the policy chaos: how can we strategize 
across processes/ movements for change? 



FINANCE 

 “Climate finance is not a matter of charity, and should be 
seen as a legal obligation under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change and a moral 
responsibility on the part of those that have contributed 
the most to it.”  

 Dr Cephas Lumina, Independent Expert on the Effects of Foreign Debt on the Full 
Enjoyment of All Human Rights 

  



MOBILIZE FOR ACTION  

 Wednesday, March 19th, 2014 

 6:30pm - 9:00pm 

 At the WEDO Offices 

 355 Lexington Avenue, 3rd Floor 

 New York, NY 10017 
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