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PRESS RELEASE  

 

NGOs acknowledge vote on first ever EDC criteria - call on 

European Parliament to reject flawed criteria for the sake of 

human health and environment protection 
 

Brussels/Utrecht, 4 July 2017 – Today, representatives of European member states from the EU 

pesticides committee adopted the criteria that are supposed to be used to identify endocrine 

disrupting chemicals (or EDCs) in the future. 

  

The EDC-Free coalition regrets the insufficiency of the criteria adopted today, which will not guarantee 

the level of protection for human health and the environment that is urgently needed (1) and that 

scientists and citizens are calling for from across the EU. Ahead of the vote, three highly respected 

international scientific societies of endocrinology raised the alarm bell about the shortcomings of the 

proposed criteria, urging member states not to approve them in their current state. (2) Meanwhile, over 

458,000 people all across Europe signed a petition calling on member states to reject the EU 

Commission’s proposal. (3)  

 

The main concerns of the EDC-Free coalition are as follows: 

- The criteria require a very high burden of proof, which makes the identification of substances 

as EDCs very difficult and is likely to result in long delays.  

- The proposed exemption from identification for certain pesticides and biocides that are 

designed to be endocrine disrupting would strongly undermine the objective of the EU 

pesticides and biocides law to phase out the use of EDCs.  

- The criteria contradict the EU commitment to horizontal EDC criteria and minimisation of EDC 

exposures as decided in the 7th Environmental Action Programme. (4)  

 

“Strong EDC criteria would allow Europe to lead the world by example and to initiate urgently needed 

measures to reduce our unnecessary exposure to toxic substances. The criteria voted today contain a 

flawed loophole and require such a high level of proof that they will not protect people or wildlife. We 

call on the European Parliament to reject these criteria” says Genon K. Jensen, EDC-Free Europe 

spokesperson.   

WECF agrees and rejects the adopted criteria as they exclude far too many EDCs. Therefore, they 

are not protecting human health and the environment. WECF Director Sacha Gabizon urges countries 

to ban EDCs themselves and refers to the press release issued by the French ministry of 

Environment today introducing a ban at national level for pesticides exempted in the criteria:  

"After years of mobilization, we can only express our deep disappointment at the definition adopted at 

European level, which does not sufficiently protect the health of populations. The change in the 

French position on this issue of pesticides was very surprising. The measures announced at national 

level, such as labeling of endocrine disruptors in cosmetics or toys, or the training of health 



professionals on these issues, which we defend, are nevertheless going in the right direction. We are 

now awaiting concrete progress." 

The overall lack of foresight/vision of EU member states will result in significant costs for public health 

and society. A conservative estimate found that the current burden on public health budgets from the 

diseases arising from exposure to EDCs in the European Union is estimated is at least 163 billion 

Euro per year. (5) 

 

Notes to the editor 

1. http://www.edc-free-europe.org/european-commission-is-unable-to-turn-the-page-on-endocrine-

disruptors-edcs/  

2. See http://bit.ly/2t914p5. This adds to concerns expressed earlier not only by endocrine societies, 

but also by health mutual groups. See for instance: https://www.endocrine.org/news-room/current-

press-releases/european-commissions-revised-proposal-limits-ability-to-protect-public-from-edcs ; 

http://aim-mutual.org/press-release/aim-publishes-declaration-on-edcs/  

3. https://actions.sumofus.org/a/eu-endocrine-disruptors 

4. http://www.documents.clientearth.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2017-02-14-the-criteria-to-identify-
endocrine-disruptors-implications-beyond-pesticides-and-biocide-disrupted-criteria-coll-en.pdf 
 

5. Burden of Disease and Costs of Exposure to Endocrine-Disrupting Chemicals in the European Union: 

an updated analysis, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27003928  

 

6. Press Release of the French Ministry for Ecological and Fair Transition  https://www.ecologique-

solidaire.gouv.fr/node/1691  

 

 

Contacts:  

 

Genon Jensen, EDC-Free Spokesperson and Director Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL), 
email: genon@env-health.org, telephone: +32 (0)2 234 36 41  
 

EDC-Free Europe is a coalition of more than 70 environmental, health, women’s and consumer groups across 

Europe who share a concern about endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) and their impact on our health and 

wildlife. EDC-Free Europe is a coalition of more than 70 environmental, health, women’s and consumer groups 

across Europe who share a concern about endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) and their impact on our health 

and wildlife.  

 

WECF is an international network of 150 women and environmental organizations acting together 
with women to build a world which is fair, healthy and sustainable. WECF elaborates and implements 
training and awareness raising programmes on the potential health effects of environmental 
contaminants on human health, especially the most vulnerable populations. WECF has created the 
Nesting project www.projectnesting.org. WECF carries out policy and advocacy activities and is official 
partner of UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme). 
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