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EU-funded project develops recommendations 
on security and risk-reduction measures to deal with asbestos 

  

ALMATY, June 11, 2010 – On Friday, June 11th, the seminar “Safe Management and Reduction of Risks of Using Asbestos and Materials Containing Asbestos in Kazakhstan” will take place in Almaty as part of project with the financial support of the European Union. 

The participants will develop recommendations to the National Strategy on Safe Management of Asbestos in the Republic of Kazakhstan. The national programs on elimination of illnesses associated with asbestos exposure should be developed to 2015 in cooperation with the World Health Organization (WHO) and International Labour Organization (ILO) as it is stipulated by the Resolution of the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health (Parma, Italy, March 2010). 

The guide “Asbestos: using, prevention and redaction of potential risks” developed by experts of the EcoForum of NGOs of Republic of Kazakhstan with financial support of the European Union, TACIS Program and assistance of Ministry of Environmental Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan, will be presented to the participants of the seminar. This guide is aimed to help local environmentalists who can use it for training of target groups.   

The recommendations to the National Strategy on Toxic Waste Management are developing in Kazakhstan under a joint project “Civil Society and Reasonable Management of Hazardous Waste in the Republic of Kazakhstan”. This project is being implemented by an International Network "Women in Europe for the Common Future" (WECF) and its Kazakh partners, the Network of Ecological Organizations in Kazakhstan (EcoForum of NGOs of Republic of Kazakhstan) and the Analytical Ecological Agency "Greenwomen". The EU contribution to the project amounted to EURO148 186 (T26 006 643). The project was started in Kazakhstan in 2009 and will proceed until 2011. 

The project's main objectives: 

· increase public awareness of the harmful effects of asbestos and persistent organic pollutants (POPs) and their influence on health; 

· the participants in this project are also looking for public and political support for national and regional measures aimed at restricting the use of asbestos and POPs, controlling their disposal, cleaning up polluted sites and storing toxic waste in a safe manner. 
The necessity to develop the strategy on toxic waste management in Kazakhstan is very relevant due to the fact that the EECCA region (Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia) is one of the largest manufacturers of asbestos in the world and also widely uses asbestos for various needs. 

The chrysotile asbestos (also known as parachrysotile or white asbestos) is considered to pose risks to human health. The WECF bought the samples of asbestos in Almaty (Kazakhstan), Kiev (Ukraine) and Garla-Mare (Romania) in 2008 and sent them to an accredited mineral testing laboratory in Germany.  The results revealed that chrysotile asbestos from Kazakhstan acts as an oncogenic substance. 
To be continued 

The chrysotile asbestos problems were discussed during open public debates with participation of international experts at the first ever conference on chrysotile asbestos and health in Kazakhstan “Asbestos and POPs – policies and practices in Kazakhstan and the European Union” that was held in the capital Astana in April 2009. 

Some countries of East Europe and Central Asia regulate a primary effect of asbestos on population health. However there is not enough attention paid to the secondary effect of asbestos. Schools, hospitals and other public buildings in the region were built using asbestos. The local population uses asbestos and materials containing asbestos for construction works and in gardens.  Asbestos dominates the industry. The problem of asbestos disposal and management of waste containing asbestos still is not solved. Basically, the waste containing asbestos is obsolete construction materials which are not considered as a toxic waste. As a result, these materials together with household garbage end up in dumpsters where they continue to pollute the environment and affect people’s health. 

  

Mass media are invited to attend a press conference which will take place on June, 11th at 1 pm in the conference hall “Zhemchuzhni”, health resort “Altyn Kargaly”. Address: 204 а Zhandosova Str., Almaty. 
  

For further information, please contact: 
- Lydia Astanina, «Greenwomen», Analytical Ecological Agency, tel/fax: +7-(727)-376-2772; e-mail: lidia.astanina@gmail.com 

or Xeniya Udod, Press Assistant, Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Kazakhstan, tel: + 7-(727)-971-149, e-mail: Xeniya.Udod@ec.europa.eu 
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